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The third annual Traditional Arts & 
Music Day Camp for Young Appala-
chian Musicians was held recently at 
Table Rock State Park with 60 young-
ster from all over the Carolinas learn-
ing and enjoying many traditional arts 
activities.

The Traditional Arts & Music Camp for 
Young Appalachian Musicians (TAM 
YAM) provides youngsters instruc-
tion playing traditional mountain 
music with string instruments. Poll 
Knowland, Table Rock State Park 
manager, welcomed campers in the 
third through eighth grades to the 
park and talked about the importance 

of passing along mountain heritage. 
“The camp preserves and promotes 
the musical and cultural heritage of 
the Upcountry of South Carolina by 
introducing another generation to 
Blue Ridge traditions,” said Knowland. 
Betty McDaniel, founder of the Young 
Appalachian Musician program, is the 
TAM YAM camp director. “The goals of 
the camp are to expose these children 
to traditional arts and music, enrich 

their lives, and inspire them to cherish 
and carry on Appalachian traditions,” 
McDaniel said. Among the activities 
are lessons in traditional acoustic 
music and Appalachian dance; sing-
ing mountain ballads and traditional 
songs; Southern Appalachian cooking, 
and the primitive practices of Native 
Americans.

Classes for beginning, intermediate, 
and advanced students were taught 
by exceptional local musicians. Bobby    
       Trotter, Marshall Goers and Susan    
           Ware-Snow taught guitar;      
                     Charles Wood, banjo;  
                        Steve McGaha, mandolin; 
                         Becky Stovall and  
 Morgan Knowland, fiddle;     
            Janet Hardin, dulcimer; and 

Herman Towles taught string bands. 
Renowned singer Lib Porter shared 
her voice and knowledge of tradition-
al song and verse and her husband, 
Frank Porter, taught children about 
rocks and minerals. Clogging and 
square dancing classes were led by 
Lindsay Jones.

Nature studies were guided by Tricia 
Kyzer, and Tina Kelly conducted arts 
and crafts activities. Appalachian 
cooking skills were displayed by  
Rozelle Garrison, and Lisa Cassell led 
the campers in traditional games. 
Roger Lindsay brought his collec-
tion of Native American artifacts and 
shared his extensive knowledge of 
their primitive technology. Lindsay 
also demonstrated fire-making and 
the use of ancient weaponry includ-
ing the bow, blowgun, and spear 
thrower (atlatl). 

Like the popular Young Appalachian 
Musician (YAM) program, TAM YAM 
Day Camp is sponsored by Preserv-
ing Our Southern Appalachian Music 
Inc. (POSAM), a charitable non-profit 
organization, and all contributions are 
tax deductible. 
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How YAM began at 
Ambler Elementary  

I have been 
acquainted with 
Betty McDaniel, 
the director of 
POSAM, for many 
years. Occasion-
ally, I would run 
into her, and 
knowing I was a 

music teacher, she would tell me about her latest project. 
First I heard that she wanted to write a grant—something 
about traditional Appalachian music. Would I like to help 
and involve Ambler in it? I did, but we never really got 
together on it. She went on to found the YAM program 
while I started collecting dulcimers in order to teach fifth 
graders to play the traditional instrument. 

Most of my students had never heard of a dulcimer. 
Their parents hadn’t heard of it either and expressed a 
lot of interest in the instrument. After bringing Artists 
in Residence, Dean and Brenda Eades, to Ambler for a 
week-long teaching residency, I really got busy collecting 
dulcimers. It took me 3 years to collect a class set of 20. 
I have been teaching fifth graders to play the dulcimer 
ever since.

In the meantime, Betty’s Young Appalachian Musicians at 
Holly Springs Elementary School had mushroomed into 
a very successful program. She again approached me 
about getting Ambler involved. I seriously considered it, 
but did not have the funds to buy instruments to start 
the program. I told her that I guess we would just have to 
be the “dulcimer annex” for her program. 

The next year I began working on National Teacher 
Certification through the National Board for Profes-
sional Teaching Standards. The unit I chose to highlight 

in my portfolio was my dulcimer unit. Because of this 
I took a hard and critical look at my teaching methods 
and assessment for the unit. I had a small, but challeng-
ing, group of fifth graders last year who refused to play 
together. Each student seemed to want to finish before 
the others—not the cooperative spirit that is neces-
sary in ensemble playing. To encourage them to work 
together, I decided that they needed a performance 
venue. I contacted Betty about jamming with her YAMs. 
Our two schools are not far apart and we could easily do 
a short jam after school one day. That lit a fire under my 
students, and by springtime we were ready to meet with 
Betty’s group for a fun afternoon. Although we could 
only play a couple of songs together, the kids had a great 
time, and I got to see Betty’s YAM program up close. I 
thought, “We have got to do this!”

With the founding of POSAM and their hard work in 
fundraising, Betty was able to offer us funding for our 
instruments. We were in! Ambler’s principal, Carlton 
Lewis, has been very supportive from the start. We have 
around 40 students studying banjo, mandolin, fiddle, and 
guitar. We were lucky to get 4 experienced instructors for 
our students that first year; Lewis Crowe, Steve McGaha, 
Andrew Farmer, and Herman Towles. We are still the dul-
cimer annex as well. 

We have hosted 2 Kid Jam Fundraisers at our school and 
our YAMs have participated in the weekly jam at Oolenoy, 
the Ambler Christmas program, the Kid Fest at Hagood 

Mill,  the Papa 
John Memo-
rial Bluegrass 
Festival, and 
Traditional 
Arts & Music 
Camp for Young 
Appalachian 
Musicians (TAM 
YAM). 

Instructors with the Young Appalachian Musician 
program resumed teaching evening classes in acoustic 
bluegrass instruments on Monday, September 12th.  
Students ranged in age from third grade to adult. The 
Evening Music Program is designed to teach students 
to play acoustic instruments in the traditional way, by 
ear.  Instruments include guitar, mandolin, fiddle, claw 
hammer banjo, bluegrass banjo, bass, dulcimer, dobro, 
and clogging. The six-week sessions will be held at First 
Baptist Church in Easley on Tuesday nights and at the 

Senior Center in Pickens on Monday and Thursday nights.  
The cost is $50 per six-week session, and instrument 
rental is available for $25 per six-week session. Anyone 
interested in signing up for the next six-week session 
should call Nancy Knowland, Evening Music Program 
director, at 864-878-6641 or e-mail her at pknowland@
att.net. Like the popular Young Appalachian Musician 
(YAM) program, the bluegrass evening music program 
is sponsored by Preserving Our Southern Appalachian 
Music Inc. (POSAM), a charitable non-profit organization.

Evening Classes Resume

By Janet Hardin



Emily Brazinski’s “chance of a 
lifetime experience.” 

Going to The Bluegrass Week at Mars Hill College wasn’t 
on my agenda of summer activities until I was fortunate 
enough to receive the Jim Granger scholarship for an Ap-
palachian music camp. Dr. Granger generously provides 
a scholarship in memory of his wife, who was a patron 
of the arts. This scholarship allows one individual of the 
YAM,  Young Appalachian Musicians, to attend a summer 
camp to expand their knowledge of Appalachian music 
and their proficiency of playing.

I arrived at Mars Hill College for Bluegrass Week on  
Sunday, June 19, 2011, checked in, and became ac-
quainted with my fellow classmates and my advanced 
mandolin instructor, Roland White. Mr. White grew up 
around bluegrass music and at the age of twenty-nine 
began to play with “the father of bluegrass” Bill Monroe. 
He also has played with The Country Boys, Kentucky 
Colonels, Lester Flatt, The Nashville Bluegrass Band, and 
Earl Scruggs. 

I had the opportunity to work with many master teach-
ers and instructors who helped me become a better 
musician by teaching techniques in stage presence, right 
hand technique, and also preforming in a group setting.

Each day began with a two and one half hour lesson from 
Roland White. Afternoon sessions included instructor 
demonstrations and performance workshops. This gave 
us the opportunity to ask questions about the songs that 
they uniquely played and we watched the instructors 
demonstrate different ways to play songs. This was an 
excellent experience for me and it taught me how  to  
 critique my playing style and broaden my 

range of knowledge about this style of 
mandolin playing. 

Each evening a performance concert 
was held by one or more of our in-
structors. After a long day of instruc-

tion and observation we went back 
to our dorm rooms where there were 
multiple jams going on until almost 
2 o’clock in the morning. These jams 
were led by Roland White, Steve Kil-

by, Jack Lawrence, Wayne 
Erbsen and many more.  
I thoroughly enjoyed 

meeting all the incredible 
“pickers” at this camp and it 

was truly a chance of a lifetime  
experience for me and I hope to 
attend it again next year. Thank you 
POSAM and Dr. Jim Granger. 

Staff Member Extraordinaire - 
Nancy Knowland
I have been involved with YAM 
since it started, as a volunteer, 
then program director— first at 
Pickens Middle and then  Holly 
Springs. I also ran the homework 
center. It seemed as though 
my duties grew, as my passion 
for the program grew. Betty 
McDaniel saw how much I loved the concept, and the 
fact that it really was reaching and affecting so many chil-
dren! I just had to be a part of all of that. It was decided 
that since I was always “in the middle of everything”, I 
would become assistant director. We needed to reach the 
schools that we could not become a part of, and so many 
adults were asking for lessons. Thus, the beginning of 
another successful POSAM program! I was bestowed the 
honor of being in charge of the evening classes. 

I grew up on bluegrass, with both of my parents playing 
the fiddle and guitar. I never learned to play, even though 
I really tried. Now, I finally have the opportunity to take 
lessons from some of the finest instructors in the upstate 
of South Carolina. I am currently taking fiddle and guitar, 
and can actually sit in the “circle” at Oolenoy and  
play! It pleases me to know my parents are looking  
down on me and saying “finally, she learned!” 

The YAMS program is a great opportunity to  
keep our Appalachian music alive, and I’m proud  
to be a part of it.

By Susan Ware-Snow

It’s finally here! For several years, people have asked 
“Does P.O.S.A.M. have a website?” Well, now we can  
answer, “Yes we do!” In June 2011, the new website,  
www.yamupstate.org, went live online.

If you should have any questions about POSAM (includ-
ing YAM, TAM YAM Camp or the Evening Music Program), 
the website has the answers. Information includes up-
coming events, participating YAM schools, photos etc.

I would like to say a special thank you to James Rockwell 
who with his technical expertise helped me to design the 
website to be fun, informative and easy to navigate.

Check it out!!
If you would like to request that information be added to 
our website, please contact me (Susan Ware-Snow/Web-
master) at yam.upstate@gmail.com.

YAM Website Introduced

By Emily Brazinski



This newsletter dedicated to supporting the Young Appalachian Musician program is provided at no charge to all YESIYAM members.
The letter is published through volunteer efforts and the support of Preserving Our Southern Appalachian Music, Inc. and other sponsors.
Editor: Kathy Gravely  •  Designer: Jennifer Bryan  •  Photography: Jeff Catlin and Jennifer Bryan

The Young Appalachian Musician program is sponsored by Preserving Our Southern Appalachian Music, Inc. (POSAM) a charitable non-profit organization and all contributions 
are tax deductible. To join the booster club, YESIYAM, or otherwise contribute to the program, donations may be sent to: POSAM, c/o Betty McDaniel, 792 Holly Springs School 
Road, Pickens, SC 29671. For further information call 864.878.4257 or e-mail yam.upstate@gmail.com.

Support the Young Appalachian  
Musician program by joining  

YESIYAM 2011
YESIYAM is a booster club dedicated to promoting 
community interest and cultivating support for the 
Young Appalachian Musician program. At a time when 
many school systems are cutting programs, YAM is 
reconnecting children with their musical heritage 
by teaching them to play in the traditional way of 
the Southern Appalachians, by ear. The program 
has experienced phenomenal growth and your 
contribution will help ensure the continuity of the 
excellent instruction the children have come to expect.

•	 Individual/Family	Membership	$50
•	 Business	Membership	$125
•	 Instrument	Donor	$250
•	 Benefactor	$1000
•	 Corporate	Sponsor	$1000	(and	above)

Depending on contribution level, benefits include 
free	tickets	to	the	Papa	John	Foster	Memorial	
Music	Festival,	special	recognition	in	POSAM	event	
programs, the YAM Newsletter and other privileges. 
Application forms and additional details are available 
from	Betty	McDaniel	at	864.878.4257	or	by	emailing	
yam.upstate@gmail.com

YAM Classes to Resume
YAM classes at Holly Springs Elementary, A. R. 
Lewis Elementary, Pickens Elementary, Liberty 
Elementary, Ambler Elementary, Hagood 
Elementary, and Pickens Middle are scheduled 
to begin the week of October 17th with a little 
different format this year.  There will be a one 
hour long lesson/practice each week for 20 
weeks during the school year instead of the 
one 30 minute practice and the one 45 minute 
lesson each week that we’ve had in the past.  
It was felt that this longer time would allow 
for more productive sessions.  In addition to 
the one hour lesson/practice each week, a kid 
jam session, supervised by instructors, will be 
offered in Pickens every Saturday morning.  The 
kid jam session is optional and will cost $2 at 
the door.

Sweet Potato Pie Kids 
(SPPK) Update
Hope you were able to catch one of the 
performances over the summer by SPPK.  They 
performed at Hagood Mill, the Upstate Forever 
Event at Table Rock Lodge, and the Golden 
Apple Awards.  Their upcoming performances 
include the Trillium Arts Center in Travelers Rest 
on September 30th, the Pumpkin Festival on 
October 8th from 9:00 – 9:30, and the Airstream 
Event at Palmetto Cove Campground on 
October 14th.

792	Holly	Springs	School	Road 
Pickens,	SC		29671


